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Annex 1. 2023 AGM Minutes

Agenda


1. Minutes of the previous AGM
Agreed. 

2. Officers’ Reports 

2.1. Secretary

On the 21st February 2024, the BSHP secretary sent out a series of suggested changes to the constitution to the BSHP MC. These were approved by SJ, ML, FB, ZT, JC, RW, CP, and JC* over email and agreed upon at the MCM.  

The constitution reads: 

(1) Section 3(a) of the constitution states that: “There shall be a Management Committee (hereafter "the committee") which shall consist of twelve members of the Society”. 

This will be changed to “fourteen members of the Society”. 

(2) Section 3(b) states that: “The committee shall have the right to co-opt further members to the committee for stated periods to assist in the administration of particular projects or activities, provided that there are not more than two such additional members at any one time.”

This will be changed to “four such members”.

(3) Section 4(b) states that: “the committee shall elect, subject to the confirmation of the General Meeting, persons from among their number to fill the offices of Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer, who shall constitute the Executive of the Management Committee and handle the correspondence, subscriptions, publicity and other routine administration of the Society.

This will be changed to “to fill the offices of Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Deputy Treasurer and Membership Co-ordinator, and Communications Officer”. 

These changes were sent to all members in advance of the AGM and officially ratified at the meeting. 

SJ was an interim chair from 2023-2024. She has agreed to act as chair for a full term (2024-2027). The MC thanked her for taking on the role. 
 
2.2 Chair. 

SJ discussed the healthy state of history of philosophy in the UK. She thanked Rachael Wiseman for organising an excellent conference and Miles Cheshire for his assistance. 

2.3 Treasurer.

Income. This year our total income was £33,404. We received £22,320 in royalties (£22,275 from T+F and £45 from OUP), and £11,084 in subscriptions. This is up from last year on all fronts: royalties increased by £2,257 and subscriptions increased by £3,055 (this includes Lifetime subscriptions of £2,600).

Outgoings. This year our total expenditure was £48,163. This is up from 2023-24 by £5,226. This is despite not paying last year’s one-off £5,000 special projects grant and paying fewer prizes in the tax year. The increases are mostly due to an increased uptake of grants to conferences and an NTHP grant. Here is a breakdown:

BSHP Fellowships £17,000
Postdoctoral Fellowships x2 £9,000 (£3000 and £6000 of possible £12,000)
Postgraduate Fellowships x2 £8000 (of possible £8000)

BSHP Annual Conference + MCM in Aberdeen £4,137.57 
Conference Costs £1550.61
Student Grants £1044.09
MC Expenses £1542.87

Antognazza Lecture + MCM in London
MC Expenses £599.89

BSHP Prizes £2000
Beaney Prize £1000    
Graduate Essay Prize £1000
[Rogers Prize 2023 not yet awarded -would normally be £1000]

Grants to Conferences 
Support for 21 conferences inc. childcare  £16,261.25

Scholarly Activities  £5,465 
2 grants   £3390
NTHP  £2075

T+F Invoice for journal subs
additional 27 subs @£38 ea. = £1026

Accountants   £900

Web Services
Broxden labour + hosting £504

Bank Charges 
Foreign payment fees £51

Paypal fees £242.79
Paypal Refunds  £175

3. BJHP Journal Editors’ report.

1. Key Statistics. The rolling 12-month average review time from receipt to decision is 44.1 days, an excellent rate in comparison with many others. The acceptance rate for research articles is just below 7%, in line with long term trends. Year-to-date we have received 277 research article submissions, again in line with trend. 
The Journal continues to play a central role in broadening the canon. As in MB’s tenure, we track this partly by monitoring the percentage of standard non-invited research papers on the ‘Big 16’ consisting in the 7 key Early Mod Philosophers & Kant + Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, Malebranche, Reid, Hegel, Mill, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche. Tally for the ‘Big 16’ is currently 37%; in other words, more than two thirds of research papers focus on other authors/traditions. The range will be even greater if you include commissioned papers such as SIs or symposia.
	There have been over 124,000 downloads for the calendar year to date, with 23271 downloads in quarter 3 of 2023.	 
2. Editorial Board. There are three changes since my last report. Profs. McCabe and Gardner completed their second term on the Editorial Board. The Editors are extremely grateful for their service. Having consulted with this Committee in April and with the Associate Editors, I am delighted to announce that Profs. Millican and Textor have agreed to join.
There was a complaint about the fact that no-one was there in person to represent the journal. We agreed to make sure that there is always a representative there in future. 

4. BSHP-NTHP Managing Editor’s report.

The BSHP-NTHP is thriving. Since 2020, the series has published about one volume per year (except 2021), but books contracted years ago are now coming to completion at a rapid pace. Three volumes in manuscript have been sent to production between December 2023 and February 2024, with all of them expected to be printed by the end of the year. 

1. Jacob Brucker, Critical history of Philosophy; Preliminary Discourse, The Socratic School, edited and translated by Leo Catana.

2. Johann Gottlieb Fichte, The Doctrine of the State: On the Relationship Between the Original State and the Kingdom of Reason, edited and translation by Jeffrey Church and Anna Marisa Schön.

3. Susan Stebbing, Philosophical Papers, edited and translated by Siobhan Chapman. 

An additional three volumes in manuscript have been completed and are currently undergoing their final round of external review at OUP. 

1. Anne Le Fèvre Dacier, Of the Causes of the Corruption of Taste, edited and translated by James Young and Michel-Antoine Xhignesse.

2. Victor Cousin, Philosophical Fragments, edited and translated by Daniel Whistler and Delphine Antoine-Mahut. 

3. Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Leibniz on the Metaphysics of the Infinite, edited by Richard T. W. Arthur and Osvaldo Ottaviani.

The editors have had a meeting with the new OUP editor for philosophy April Peake and the transition has gone smoothly. 

The BSHP has awarded a £3000 grant in relation to a newly commissioned work: The Philosophical Correspondence of Victoria Welby. This grant has supported (1) transcription work and (2) the work of a genealogist who helped to track down living heirs in order to obtain the necessary copyright. 


5. Prize Winners. (SJ) 


ROGERS PRIZE – Best Article in 2023
Winner: Jack Beaulieu (Tornonto), Raghunātha on seeing absence
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09608788.2022.2164250

BEANEY PRIZE - Best Contribution to Widening the Canon in 2023
Winner: Domenica Romagni (Colorado State), “Of the octave the relation 2:1”: how an exemplary case of formal causation turned against the Neo-Aristotelians
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09608788.2023.2185876

GRADUATE ESSAY PRIZE 2023
Winner:  Norah Woodcock (Princeton), The Parthenogenesis Problem: Wind-Eggs in Aristotle’s Generation of Animals.
Runner Up: Tatiana Barkovskiy (Cambridge) Marguerite Porete on reason, intellect, and the epistemically transformative power of love.

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP – Ellie Robson – Aristotelian Naturalism in Stebbing and Midgley 

POSTGRADUATE FELLOWSHIP – David Harmon - Spinoza and the Efficacy of Oblique Collision

PREDOCTORAL AWARDS
Stefano Parrinello: Attending an intensive Aristotle Reading Group
Amy Ward: Archival Work and Conference Attendance relating to Murdoch and Weil 


6. Update on BSHP conferences and events.

Our next Annual Lecture will take place in Edinburgh in November. The date and name of the speaker will be announced soon. 

Our next conference is a themed conference on “Animals and the Environment” at the University of Cambridge. This will be organised by Angela Breitenbach and Sophia Connell. 

7. Results of MC elections. 

Thanks to Jonny Cottrell for his term on the BSHP MC. 

4 new members were voted onto the MC

Lea Cantor (Cambridge/Sheffield)
Clare Carlisle (KCL)
Julia Borcherding (Cambridge) 
Antonio Salgado (Nottingham University)

Antonio Salgado has also agreed to take over the treasurer role from Katharine. 





